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Everyman: “Goods Deeds” and an amazing set steals the show 


RYAN SERO 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


For once in four years here at 
Redeemer University College I got 
to actually watch a mainstage play. 
It isn’t a big deal for most people, 
but I can’t tell you how many shows 
I've been onstage or backstage for 
just wishing I could sit and watch. 
Innumerable. Uncountable. Fine, it 
was seven. 

But this time I was preoccupied 
with school, with marriage, and 
with another play, and I had to 
choose. Which meant I could simply 
watch the mainstage. 
the mainstage already, and thus 
armed with theatrical knowledge in 
general as well as foreknowledge of 
the production itself, | present to you 
this humble review. 

From the time I previewed 
the until Saturday night, 
the growth was noticeable. Those 
who were once lost as to who their 


I previewed 


show 


characters were (mostly) had found 
themselves. Allow me to start, 
however, with the bad and get that 
unpleasantness out of the way. 

Though many did, in fact, 
realize themselves and add to their 
performance, a couple of people 
still didn’t quite get it. One or two 
of the more esoteric concepts were 
overlooked, standing on stage and 
shoving out lines with commitment, 
but little understanding. 

Next, I move on to “the 
uncomfortable subject of God as 
played by three women. Interesting 
choice. To quote Sam Frisk, when 
a theatre major says something 
is interesting, that means that it 
was...er...” interesting”. After much 
discussion with several of my peers, 
many forwarded theological points, 
but the general consensus was that 
this decision seemed like it was 
made purely for the sake of doing 
it. In other words: shock value. | 
accuse nobody of such an intent! 


Note that | hold Ray Louter in deep 
respect, especially for his theatrical 
savvy, and | am not §tiggesting that 
this was his intent. “But whatever 
the idea was behind it, that idea 
was lost and came agfoss, hopefully, 
differently. This was the greatest 
charge leveled agaimst the play, 
actually, that God wa§three women, 
in a decision which @ppeared made 
for its own sake 

The second flaw which came 
up in regards ty !higelement of the 
play was that evefy other character 
held a modern applhcation, but God 
remained surprising |v inaccessible. 

Enough! I wish not to dwell 
on the negative. I give my 
congratulations to the cast who, 
with only minor quibbles, mastered 
many difficult and obscure concepts, 
anthropomorphosise’ them, and 
then managed to act well on top 
of it all. Each character was given 
a Hamiltonian cquivalent, or 
modern equivalent, and sent on 


stage delivered by a cast worthy 
of the task. Of particular note 
here, I believe, were Chris Howlett 
(Strength), Kevin Lobert (Kinship, 
or Cousin (I can’t remember which!) 
and Discretion), and Aaron Craig 
(Five Wits). Don’t get me wrong, 
the others hit almost every note 
every time, but these were the most 
noteworthy ones for me. 

Stealing every scene she was in, 
and the show on the whole, however, 
was Terri Brunsting, as Good Deeds. 
Confined to a wheelchair for the 
first third of her performance, Terri 
gripped the audience using only 
her eye movements. Later, liberated 
by Everyman (Noah Hicks) and his 
scourging, she leaps with verve and 
gusto. This was the performance 
of the night, and was riveting to 
watch. 

Technical aspects were also 
handled marvelously. The set was 
amazing, representing a multi- 
layered street from Hamilton, and 
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featuring a backdrop which changed 
colour. The set was massive and 
unbelievable, well constructed and 
designed. Coupling with the set and 
adding to the atmosphere was the 
use of projection screens on either 
side. 

Finally, as advertised, the 
music resonated powerfully, From 
the vocals used during the God 
sequence to the music played live by 
the cast, every minute added to the 
experience in a delicious way. Not 
only was it fitting and moving, but 
it helped to sweep action and drama 
along, aiding verse and archaic 
language which audiences’ ears are 
no longer accustomed to. 

Other than that, minor quibbles, 
a few perks, an enjoyable show. 
Though a medieval morality play is 
certainly not for everyone, I at least, 
enjoyed Everyman. 


| Hate Hamlet: full of laughs, a frightening ghost, a discombobulated TV actor, and yes, a little sex 


JOE HAMILTON 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 

Entering Redeemer University 
College’s studio theatre on the 
night of Wednesday, April 2, 
2008 and later on Friday, April 
4, 2008 | was greeted by multiple 
well dressed ushers and a pleasant 
atmosphere of apprehension 
and excitement. I Hate Hamlet, 
written by Paul Rudnick and 
directed by Scott Fairley, brings 
the audience into a climatic 
time of Andrew Rally’s (Aaron 
Craig) life while he prepares to 
act on stage and evolve his career 
beyond television commercials. 

Rally has recently moved to New 
York and into the apartment of 
the deceased John Barrymore 
(Ryan Sero). Barrymore, a 
legend of the stage, is idolized by 
Rally’s managing agent (Alicia 
Kruisselbrink), real-estate agent 
(Ashley White), and his virgin 
girlfriend (Kaitlyn McGee). He 
is particularly a renowned for 
his stage presence and his ability 
to capture the difficult nuanced 
character of Prince Hamlet. 
Returning from the grave, to aid 
and encourage Rally through 
the contentious acting process 
of Hamlet, Barrymore swears to 
make him realize the glory of the 
stage and leave the desires for 


fame and fortune behind. As the 
plot unfolds the audience is lead 
along, eager to see the plot unfold 
and witness whether or not Rally 
will rise to the top of his acting 
career, get some action, and take 
the six figure offer to act in a new 
television series, “Nightschool.” 

This particular performance of 
[ Hate Hamlet captivated my 
attention and entertained me 
for the full two hours of my 
theatrical experience. Though, 
this entertainment was _ not 
without its distractions. Perhaps 
it was unblocked or carefully 
staged but, the sword fight in 
the first act was enough to cause 
the audience to close their eyes 
in fear of the actor’s safety. This 
frightful stage combat coupled 
with constant pacing of several 


main characters, particularly 
Rally, challenged the overall 
impression of the production 


as captivating. However, the 
cleverly written script provided 
numerous opportunities to rescue 
this periodically distracting 
blocking. 

One of the main complaints 
of the production had largely 
to do with a more technical 
aspect of the stage. Lighting 
— there were as many carefully 
placed and well timed cues as 
there were rushed and late ones. 
These technical frustrations are 


easily overshadowed by the 
composition of the set painting, 


pre-set props, and the feel of 


Barrymore’s modest, previously 
abandoned apartment. The stage 
business whether technical or 
traffic control was upstaged by 
the ensemble of talented actors. 
Fairley seems to have understood 
the pace of I Hate Hamlet and had 
a natural composition of each 
character. He was able to pick a 
cast suited for the production. 

Ryan Sero, as John Barrymore, 
stole the show for me. Between 
talents and tights he commanded 
stage presence without upstaging 
fellow actors and aided to carry 
the energy Of the play. Sero’s 
well placed pauses, clear facial 
and subtle gestures endlessly 
lured me into the mystery of 
Barrymore. His performance is 
not the only worth mentioning. 
Notable mention is deserved by 
Kaitlyn McGee, who strongly 
performs as Rally’s dozy and 


over excited Shakespearen 
enthusiastic girl friend. She 
entertained and amused me 


throughout the performance. She 
was, like Sero, well composed 
throughout the hysterically funny 
performance. McGee, when 
onstage, @cted with an openness 
and confidence, Aaron Craig, as 
the lead, seemed comfortable in 
a leading role and was effectively 


supported by Kris Van Soelen 
as Gary Peter Lefkowitz, Alicia 
Kruisselbrink, and Ashley White. 
Craig’s performance was strong 
though still developing. It will be 
exciting to watch his growth on 
the stage in future productions. 
With the understanding — that 


theatre is a collaborative effort 
of backstage hands, technicians, 


and actors it is evident hard 
work and long hours went into 
this production. A special thanks 
to the cast and crew, especially 
Sero and McGee, for making 
the performance a pleasure to 
participate in. Congratulations to 
Scott Fairley for piecing together 
and making I Hate Hamlet one of 
my favourite plays. 


JULIE KONYNDYK 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

s Editor-in-Chief of The 

Crown this year, I have 
devoted more of my time to 
the creation of this paper than 
I probably should have, and 
have learned more about the 
school than I ever thought | 
needed to. And yet, admittedly, 
I’ve been a little selfish. You 
see, | have loved my time as 
Editor-in-Chief of The Crown. 
Have | loved every moment? 
Of course not. Have the walls 
of the Publications Office heard 
a few foul words they shouldn’t 
have? I’m afraid so. I’ve shaken 
my fists, banged my head, and 
clicked Edit: Undo more times 
than I can count, but I’ve loved 
this little job. I’ve loved it 
because it has given me a way 
to express my opinion in an open 
and welcoming forum. It’s given 
me a chance to grapple with 
issues I don’t yet understand. In 
the simplest terms, it’s given me 
twelve issues to talk to myself, 
with the odd chance that perhaps 
a few of you are listening. So, 
when you think about it that 
way, | may be a little selfish. But 
before this paper meets its final 
recycling resting place, allow 
me just one more chance to self- 
indulge. 

Lately, in the never-ceasing 
quest to be original, I find 
myself failing miserably. Truth 
be told, these last few weeks at 
Redeemer have turned me into 
a walking cliché. I’m becoming 
more nostalgic than most of 
my friends have patience for, 
and look upon this little school 
with an almost pitiful amount 
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Waxing Nostalgic 
But Ready for Change 


of affection. As my senior art 
exhibit and my four other classes 
met their triumphant conclusion, 
I very nearly welled up. An 
unexpected amount of emotion 
and the urge to say “No! Not 
yet! I’m not ready!” have rid 
me of any negative thoughts 
towards the papers, projects and 
presentations that plagued these 
last two months. I’ve started to 
stare wistfully at the cracks and 
quirks in this place that used to 
get under my skin. I’ve even 
become melancholy about the 
sticky floor on the Redeemer bus 
shuttle. It’s quite pathetic, really. 

I do not think I’m alone in this 
though, and I daresay all you 
third years will understand what 
I mean in due time. As I try to pin 
down what’s causing this wave 
of high school-like reminiscence, 
I can only conclude that it’s 
because my four years here have 
been as full as I could have asked 
them to be. 

I have experienced what 
feels like every emotion under 
the sun. I have made friends 
[ will keep for years, and 
friends | may not see again. 
I have had classes that made 
me a more fulfilled individual, 
and classes that merely did 
damage to my GPA. I have been 
impressed and encouraged by 
the Administration, but equally 
disappointed and frustrated by 
them too. I have been built- 
up and brought down, excited 
and disillusioned, content and 
restless. I have celebrated the 
joys of life, and the ache of death 
and losing a friend. 

I go to a Christian University, 
and yet | feel like I’ve felt it all. 
I had no intention of coming 


to Redeemer until the August 
before classes began. And now, 
in hindsight, these past four 
years have surprised me_ in 
ways I could not have predicted. 
So, in light of all those things, 
I think that a. little nostalgia 
is warranted. But some key 
conversations with the people | 
consider the closest have given 
me some much needed words of 
wisdom in regards to how I am to 
deal with it all. 

Of course it’s okay to be 
nostalgic, just as its okay to be 
downright terrified about the rest 
of our lives, Yes, many of us may 
be romantic¢izing our time here, 
and feel like our work is not yet 
finished. Perhaps though, that’s 
exactly the point - our work is not 
yet finished, and our stories are 
have not yet played themselves 
out in full. These four years have 
been incredibly rich, so of course 
it’s hard to let them go. But with 
this small fraction of time we’ve 
been given a sampling of what a 
community in Christ is like, with 
all the ups and downs that go 
along with it. So, now we have 
to live it out, Now, we have to 
take these years and make 
them count.§New, it’s, time to 
start living our lives in full. It’s 
certainly going to be a change, 
and it isn’t going to be easy, but 
that’s precisely what I thought 
on my first day at Redeemer. | 
was exactly right then, and I’ve 
realized its okay to think that 
now. 

Thank you, students, staff, 
faculty, friends and family for 
twelve issues of support, and 
four years I’|| take with me. 


THE CROWN 2007 - 2008 


bids you farewell! 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Juliane Konyndyk 


LAYOUT EDITOR 
Angela Kerber 


SENIOR COPY EDITOR 
Erin Hesselink 


PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Jeremy Burns 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Steve Schilstra 


ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 
Margaret Beresford 


ART DIRECTOR 
Christopher Keefer 


DIGITAL EDITOR 
Timothy Ubbens 


FACULTY ADVISOR: 
Dr. John Van Rys 


ADVERTISING: Steve Schilstra, Crown Office, 905.648.2139 
c/o Redeemer University College, 777 Garner Rd E, Ancaster, 
ON, L9K 1J4. Subscription enquiries may be addressed to the 

managing editor at the above address. 

Letters to the editor and article submissions shall be sent via 

email to thecrown@redeemer.ca 
. Letters must include the name and contact information of the 
writer, although we may print anonymously by special request. 
Works submitted as letters will be edited for clarity and length 
only. 

The opinions expressed in The Crown are not necessarily those 
of Redeemer University College’s student body, faculty, or 
administration. 

The Crown is published twelve times per academic year. It is 
funded by the students of Redeemer University College and by 
advertising. 

The Crown is published by students but is dedicated to the 
broader college community. 


THE CROWN 2008 - 2009 


promises good things to come. 


FACULTY ADVISOR: 
Dr. John Van Rys 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Andrew Vlasblom 


LAYOUT EDITOR 
Angela Kerber 


SENIOR COPY EDITOR 
Marijke Westerhof 


PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Evan Macalpine 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Matt Schroor 


ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 
Ian Van Harten 


ART DIRECTOR 
Jelma Gorter 


DIGITAL EDITOR 
Timothy Ubbens 


Post-modernism in the Bible 


IAN VAN HARTEN 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 


ince we are surrounded by 
Gpestoser ideas — in books, 

classes, and discussions — it 
is impossible to avoid confronting 
its presence. But is it possible that 
post-modern ideas are found in 
the Bible, written 2000 years ago? 
It may not go as far as today’s 
postmodernists would in regard to 
truth, but the general idea is there. 
The passage that jarred this thought 
open was Romans 14, which tells 
how two different predispositions 
are equally true as long as they are 
true for the person. 

In this letter to the Romans, Paul 
inquires about differing beliefs 
concerning the details and practices 
within the church and warns 
against passing judgment on people 
whose beliefs differ from your own. 
He says: “[Let] us stop passing 
judgment on one another. Instead, 
make up your mind not to put any 
stumbling block or obstacle in your 
brother's way” (Romans 14:13), 
Much like post-modern thought, 
he seems to say that one should 
not carelessly impose their beliefs 
on others as if the other’s way is 
false solely by being different, but 
to be sure of their own beliefs for 


themselves, He goes on to say that 
he himself does not see any food 
as being unclean, “but if anyone 
regards something as_ unclean, 
then for him it is unclean.” In other 
words, what is true for one does not 
have to be true for another (at least 
concerning clean and unclean food). 
And there is no condemnation on 
either. The chapter finishes thus: 

So whatever you believe about 
these things keep between yourself 
and God, Blessed is the man who 
does not condemn himself by what 
he approves. But the man who has 
doubts is condemned if he eats, 
because his eating is not from faith; 
and everything that does not come 
from faith is sin. 

If someone is forced to practice 
religion in a way that is not faithful, 
Paul says it is sin, Therefore, if 
you push someone into imitating 
your own understanding without 
their genuine consent, you are not 
helping them. 

Throughout this passage, Paul 
describes faith as being personal, 
something that must be meaningful 
and genuine for you. If a food 
causes you to stumble, then do not 
eat it. But if it does not, then don’t 
let it bother you. Do not be troubled 
by something that you see as fine 
just because some others may see 


them as unfaithful or sinful. Be 


sure of and honest about what you 
believe. Do not believe something 
arbitrarily, merely because others 
say it is right. 

This 2000 year old passage is 
mainly addressing the issue of clean 
and unclean food, which seems 
to have been a serious issue for 
the early church. Though it is not 
as big of an issue today, there are 
many matters that can be included 
in the discussion that Paul began. 
Consider all the little details that 
have distinguished your church 
from other denominations. Beliefs 
concerning baptism, worship, 
and God vary enormously among 
Christians. These beliefs are not 
made insignificant by the fact that 
many others have different ideas 
about them, But neither are they 
somehow truer, in absolute 
sense, than the other beliefs. These 
things make up your view of God 
and your view of life. God has 
revealed himself to you personally 
through so many experiences and 
has revealed a portion of his truth 
to you in this way. At the same 
time, one must acknowledge, to 
borrow a metaphor from David 
James Dunean, that just because 
you have an amazing view of the 
sun — feeling its light and warmth 

it does not mean others are not 
receiving any sunlight from Where 


they are standing. They do not have 
to come over to where you are to get 
the light. 

How can we help but have 
personal beliefs based on God's 
unique fashioning of each of us, 
and with our own distinct, personal 
experiences. But remember, he has 
also made us relational beings; we 
are people made for community 
and relationships. Putting your 
beliefs aside in order to cooperate 
with others does not mean that 
you don’t get to know a person 
or what he or she believes about 


the world or about God. It simply 
means you should not let your 
different beliefs become an issue 
for argument and dissension. Know 
that they have lived through many 
experiences which have brought 
them to where they are, and have 
been watched over by God through 
it all in the same way as you. Do 
not allow personal belief to isolate 
yourself; rather, let your beliefs and 
understanding grow with everyone 
you meet. 
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Why Separate Ourselves? 


A First-Year Look at a Widespread Redeemer Trend 


JEREMY PARSONS 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


have an_ interesting friend 
fromthe 


with whom | do long runs on 


local community 
weekends. He was born in Holland, 
immigrated to ( anada in the late 
1950's and now lives in the Ancaster 
area. He seems like the kind of guy 
that would fit right in at a place like 
Redeemer right? The issue is he 
Catholic 
may be lifting your shoulders in 


is devoutly Some of you 


indifference. Others, unknowingly, 


may have witnessed a spike in 


blood pressure at the mention of the 
‘C word”. Of course, all humour 
aside, | feel that this petty difference 
in denomination does not change 
him as a Bible-believing Christian 
Despite that fact, my runs regularly 
how he and his 


involve stories of 


family were actually shunned 


and looked down upon by the 


Dutch Reformed community 
this 


local 


because of difference 


Upon 
fall, | 
heard of the Christian/ 


coming to Redeemer this 


had never 
Canadian/United Reformed 
And 


correlating lingo, I was 


Church when I was overrun 
with the 
a bit befuddled. | quickly learned 
that most students came from one 
of four main Christian high schools 
in Ontario and most also attended 
Christian grade schools. Over my 


time as a first year, I also came 


to recognize the pattern between 


being a Christian and_ being 
associated with people classified 
and separated from secular society 
because they are Christians 


[Warning to those reading this 


Lorah 


article: | have written my thoughts 
and opinions based on my 

observations and curiosity thus far 
as a student at Redeemer. | do not 
intend to offer any transgressive 
feelings, but | wanted to write this 
article to express my feelings on an 
issue that I feel is over-displayed 
One 


am 


and 
more side note: although | 
not one bit Catholic, | was termed 


under-acknowledged. 


a “Closet Papist” on the newly 
added Facebook application “How 
Reformed Are You?” | 

My 


separation 


interest in this idea of 


found at Redeemer 


curiosity of the 


comes out of a 

unknown. I was never familiar 
with the culture, the history o1 
the demographic found within 


Dutch Reformed circles, but | have 
enthusiastically learned a great deal 
this year. As time passed and as work 
was steadily piled on in classes, my 
inquisitiveness regarding Reformed 
traditions and tendencies increased 
Recently, I attended a Christian 
Reformed Sunday service at a local 
church and thoroughly enjoyed 
the worship. But I found it utterly 
perplexing to discover a bulletin 
list of only Dutch names, a one-race 
congregation, and a Calvinist pastor 
that 


“reaching out to those outside of 


preac hed wide-eyed about 


this Christian community” as if it 
was an unheard of proposal. I don’t 
know about you, but personally, | 
don’t find this idea to be very new 
My burning question for him, had | 
had the chance do discourse, would 
have been: is there not more to being 
like Christ than to be surrounded by 
those with similar points of view? It 


we're honest, we would recognize 


It p 


Bradford 


that Christ came to change the 
world, and much of that changing 
must be done through us; living 
and working among the troubled 
and the destitute, not separated 
in our schools, jobs and churches. 
Living for others and standing out 
like a ray of light in the midst of the 
gloom is what I believe Christianity 
is all about. 

Now, | don't 
across aS Some sort of a new-age, 
enlightenment-influenced liberal 
Christian wannabe. | certainly trust 
that my faith goes deeper than what 
feels good at this moment in time. 
But, I do feel that there is a need for 


hope | come 


more open-mindedness and more 
integration in this 
We grow up in Christian schools, 
attend Christian 
Christian teams and now are taught 
by Christian professors. It 
more than positive to be involved 


community. 


services, Join 


seems 


in these environments, but at some 
point there must be genuine contact 
with the greater community and 
with those that are hurting and in 
need of Christ. In order to be in 
touch with the world, with needing 
that “reaching out” t] 
some sort of a paradigm shift in our 


must be 
attitude towards others. I really feel 
that there is much m 
following Christ than simply being 
stuck in a small group of Christian 
who hav 


re to a life of 


people their lives 


similarly separated from secular 


society in this type of multi-level 


approach. 


One resurfacing question that 


rises in my sub-conscious from 


time to time happens to be: is it 


not dualistic to separate ourselves 


into sterile Christian communities? 


y 


2A 


ven 
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This sort of idea of unmentioned 


need to. stay 


humanity 


superiority and 


detached puts all of 


into either spiritual or secular 


classifications. Although it can be 
reaffirming to be surrounded by 
fellow Christians, it can also be 
shaking to one’s faith. When large 
numbers of analogous people are 
living together, there seems to be 
(naturally) those that intentionally 
try to become different, separate or 
rebellious. In this case, I’m referring 
to the great number of “Christians” 
that develop outright apathy to 
anything God-related, and live their 
lives unchanged. Some students 
I’ve come into contact with do not 
take even take the 


spend 


honestly time 


to really pray and time 


reading the Good News. Although 
I can’t know for sure, | assume 
this may be partially because they 
before and _ it 


have heard it all 


essentially becomes monotonous 
and, at times, repulsive. Another 
possibility is that maybe because 
they think that being born into a 
that 


parents have already set them up 


Christian home means their 
to get into heaven. Consequently 
they feel they don’t even need to try 
to be changed by the Spirit. In fact, 
all they really have to do is act cool 
that 


some sort of indistinct link between 


My hunch is there could be 


this type of modern behaviour and 


Calvin’s 16" century idea of pre- 


destination 
This sort of fear of assimilation 


on the whole, coupled with 


indifference found within is a 


paralled phenomenon found 


religious 


world 


throughout small 


communities all across the 
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It is certainly present in some form 
There is 
a desire to protect the culture by 


or another at Redeemer. 
trying very hard to be distinct and 
by staying away from any sort of 
integration with the non-similar. 
So far as | gather, it is a parallel 
Mennonite 
We 


love being markedly Christians 


with 
communities in North America 


situation many 


pure and distinctly separated. 
Granted, this fear of integration is 
most definitely not the case with 
all students here at Redeemer. I’ve 
noticed many welcoming, outgoing 
the Dutch 


bubble 


students unscathed by 


Reformed Redeemer For 


them, they see diversity as essential 
to understanding the world. They 


love to be involved in activities 
that benefit other people and they 
are learn other 


eager to about 


points of view. Truly though, what 
I find to be the greatest indicator of 
conquering this burdensome point 
of view is when students really 
reach out beyond campus and dive 
deep into situations where they 


[ hey 


that Christians truly care about life 


can help those in need show 
beyond their borders and they are 
interested in people outside of thei 
niche. What happens is just plain 
beautiful: their faith is strengthened 
by the love they’ ve shown to others 
and the providence that God has 
given to them in their endeavours 
become the “salt 


They remarkably 


and light of the world” that Jesus 


talked about in Matthew 5:13 
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~ ® MASTERCARD Is a registered trademark owned by MasterCard International Incorporated and is used under license 
@® CHOICE REWARDS is a registered trademark of CU Electronic Transaction Services Inc 


“DUCA gave me the information | 
needed to get my savings off the 
ground.” 


2017 


(Just 
lel. 90 


burlin Hon@duca.com 


fount Forest Drive, Burlington 
orth of the QEW off Brant St 


5. 315.7981 @ www.duca.com 


DUCA 


Come bank with us. 
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BRIANNE FENNEMA 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 
Ithough — it is often 
overlooked as an 
environmental hazard, 
electronic waste is quickly 


becoming a worldwide health issue 
and = environmental — nightmare. 
Electronic waste any 
broken or unwanted — electrical 
or electronic appliance. This 
cell phones, 


consists of 


includes computers, 
microwaves, electronic toys, power 
tools, etc. The amount of electronic 
waste has rapidly 
as the boom of this technology. 
Because this problem has grown so 
quickly, resolving it will be costly 
and complex. Companies design 
products to have short life spans 
that require frequent upgrades. In 
addition, aggressive research and 
development and 
corporate marketing promotes an 
addiction for the latest models. The 
average computer is thrown away 


increased as 


sophisticated 


after two and the 
mobile phone is replaced in less 
than 
twenty-fitty 
globally each year, and that number 
is increasing at an astonishing rate. 

Most of this electronic waste will 


years average 


two years, creating some 


million tones of waste 


be exported to Asia, often illegally, 
by waste disposal companies under 
the recycling. This 
strategy is a cheaper and an easier 


disguise of 


method to dispose of the toxic 
wastes with some of Asia’s cheap 


labour and lower environmental 


standards. Recycling in Asia 


Five Years Gone 


Electronic Waste: 


A Consequence of Our Use of Technology 


usually consists of taking apart 
computers, televisions, printers, 
and mobile phones with bare hands 
to recover valuable metals and 
parts. A consequence to this manual 
scrapping is the severe health and 
environmental risks arising from 
exposure to pollutants present in 
the waste. Most electronic waste 
consists of a variety of toxins that 
include PCBs, lead, cadmium, 
aluminum, copper, mercury, and 
thallium. Electronic companies 
make billions of dollars each 
year from selling these products, 
but also need major players in 
identifying allocated finances and 
resources towards the correct and 
safe disposal of these products. 

It is ten times cheaper to ship 
electronic waste to China then to 
dispose of it properly and locally. 
The Chinese economy electronic 
waste and its revenues amount to an 
$11 billion dollar industry. It is not 
uncommon to visit some Chinese 
electronic waste sites and see piles 
become mountains. Of all electronic 
sources, computers are the most 
highly sought after because of their 
valuable metal (copper and even 
gold) content. 

The toxic elements from 
computer and other electronic 
wastes run off into China’s rivers 
and streams to create a_ highly 
acidic and contaminated waterway. 
Trucks are needed to bring water 
into these contaminated villages 
for the people to drink, but people 
are still exposed to this harmful 
directly. The open burning 
of plastics and other materials is 


water 


The Crown’s Longest 
Employed Staff Writer Bids a 
Final Farewell 


t the time of this 

writing, | have twelve 

days remaining as a 
student. Before the terror 
sets in, before OSAP comes 
knocking, and before even 
donning the — graduation 
regalia, the time has come for 
one last Crown article. One 
last statement. Here it is: 


Thank you. 


To the staff and faculty: for 
refusing to write me off as that 
guy who says dumb things in 
class or that guy who writes 
papers about movies that are 
only barely related to the topic 
at hand. For trusting that I've 
put more thought into the 
subject at hand than a quick 
skim over the corresponding 
wikipedia page before class. 
And for not failing me when 
my ambition overtakes my 
ability. 


To friends, classmates, and 
co-stars: For every single 


modicum of grace thrown my 
way. For not writing me off. 
For every rehearsal and every 
show. I’ve appreciated every 
moment. Let’s keep in touch. 


To The Crown staff, past 
and present: for letting me 
use this little publication as 
a personal soapbox for the 
weird things that make me 
think and for allowing me to 
be published at least once in 
every issue this year. Cheers. 


And in general: for every 
time I got a chance to see 
Christ in this place, whether 
people willing to call me on 
my own bull**** or people 
willing to take me as I am. 
Gratitude is the only emotion 
| can really muster at this 
point. 


Farewell and God Bless, 


Scott Fairle 
Senior Staff Writer 


order to reduce the 
waste to metals. Many employers 
at recycling/waste sites in China 
do not conform to suitable Health 
and Safety regulations which 
results in workers being exposed 
to respiratory and cancer causi 
ng toxins. Researchers estimate 
that these workers are exposed to 
as much as 200 times the World 
Health Organization’s safe limit of 
lead, 1300 times the safe limit of 
Chromium, and 150 times the safe 
limit of tin. 

Basel Action Network (BAN) 
is the world’s only organization 
focused on confronting the global 
environmental injustice and 
economic inefficiency of toxic trade 
and its devastating impacts. BAN 
has work to expose this issue to the 
government. In Canada, the aim of 
the Federal government is to cut 
the amount of waste in landfills, to 
move the burden of disposal costs 


common in 


from end users to producers, to 
stop exporting waste, and to recycle 
waste properly. The Government 
came up with the Waste Division 
Act in 2002 which defines electronic 
and electrical equipment 
and puts them into categories. 
Then the Government followed 
up with Waste and Electronic and 
Electrical Equipment (WEEE). 
WEEE will standardize handling 
procedures and issue contracted 

under competitive 
for transportation. It is 


waste 


services 

processes 
intended to consolidate and process 
waste and _ identify 
standards for reuse and recycling. 


Although the plan is 


all electronic 


program 


completed, an implementation 
phase has not been determined 
yet. A variety of governmental 
and corporate partners continue to 
develop an implementation plan. 
The challenges for these various 
stakeholders are to balance the 
corporate cost effectiveness with 
the standards of the WEEE act, 

A review of Redeemer’s 
Technology Department left me 
feeling very proud of our electronic 
footprint. Redeemer renews their 
laptops every three years and their 
desktops every four years. The 
computers that are still in working 
condition are used as loaners and 
reused, that do not work 
are dismantled and _ separated 
into plastics and metal. Redeemer 
makes a small amount of money 
on the metal when it is sold to a 
recycling company in Hamilton. 
Redeemer recycles the plastic that 
has been separated. Two years 
ago, Redeemer donated many 
computers for students in Sierra 
Leone, a third world African nation, 
for their reuse. Redeemer also keeps 
parts of computers and gives them 
to students who are in need of a 
mouse, a keyboard, or a monitor. 
The only things that Redeemer 
discards are the hard drives of the 
computers, but even then, they are 
sometimes used as decorative door 


Those 


stops. 

Redeemer students and 
faculty ultimately have a role in 
leading and reshaping how we 
can influence and reduce electronic 
waste. Consider these 
when you purchase or recycle your 


options 


Hy 


hristian school: Teammembers Waly 


yMegan io mber, Kuipers. ahi 
‘ aoe sp coil =} 


Coffeehouse performerjand your new ® 
Editor-in-Chief,/Andrew Viasblom 


dy pings iPleas 


ie 


a) ; 
Icecream social! 


ae 


THE CROWN 


electronic components: 


13 Donate or sell for reuse 
2. Upgrade 
5 


3, Repair 
4. Recycle 
5, Clean and maintain so that 


it will last longer 
6. Support environmentally 


friendly electronic companies 


V3 Encourage family/friends 
to recycle 

8. Educate family/friends 
about e-waste 

9, Enquire if the companies 


you buy products from have a “take 
back” recycling program 

10. Get involved in campaigns 
to reduce electronic waste and 
promote more effective recycling 

ll. Do some research and 
look for a recycling plant in your 
community that has signed an 
environmental pledge 


The issues of technological 
advancement have been with 
us for several decades and will 
remain a consequence throughout 
our continued advancement. The 
following quote echoes from one 
generation to the next: “If future 
generations are to remember us 
with gratitude rather than with 
sorrow, we must achieve more than 
just the miracles of technology. 
We must leave them a glimpse 
of the world as God really made 
it, not just as it looked after we 
got through with it.” - President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965 


an 
th we 


x ' : sat : : 
® a'student art exhibition, showing in 


the gallery, 


Crossword Corner 


4/08/08 APRIL LOVE by Sally R. Stein, edited by Stanley Newman 


Across 

| Bundles of cotton 

6 Hubbubs 
10 Spew forth 
14 Full of energy 
15 Easter flower 
16 A big fan of 
17 Halley discovered one 
18 Verse 
19 Highways: Abbr. 
20 One's significant other 
22 Former Italian coins 
23 Historical period 
24 Make resentful 
26 Sound of a giggle 
30 Bravery 
32 Female voice range 
33 Internet auction site 
35 Grow to maturity 
39 Wood-shaving tool 
41 Take advantage of 
42 River mouth 
43 Artist's display stand 
44 Take a break 
46 Cashews and almonds 
47 Knitters’ needs 
49 Water parted by Moses 
51 Home for a horse 
54 Home for peas 
55 Ecuador neighbor 
56 One's significant other 
63 Bygone Ugandan dictator 
64 Sandwich meats 
65 Sharp part of a knife 
66 Risky business, for short 
67 "What's __ for me?" 
68 Tablecloth or pillowcase 
69 Fly-swatter material 
70 Parakeets and poodles 
71 Opinion piece 


Down 
| Composer Johann 
Sebastian __ 
2 Spiny houseplant 
3 Bean in succotash 


1 2 3 


Puzzle (c) Stanley Newman, distributed by Creators Syndicate, Inc. 


4 At any time 

5 Small couch 

6 First Greek letter 

7 Fashion designer 

Christian 

8 Margarine 

9%, #, or & 

10 Guy's significant other 
11 Loosen, as laces 

12 Back of a boat 

13 Sprayed, as a sidewalk 
21 Elm or eucalyptus 
25 General Motors rival 
26 Videocassette contents 
27 Singer Fitzgerald 
28 Airport-board listings: 

Abbr. 

29 One's significant other 
30 Flower holders 
31 Affirmative votes 
34 Overcook 
36 In addition 


THE CROWN 


4 5 


Hosting & Software (c) PZZL.com 


37 Suffix for luncheon 

38 Cape Canaveral org. 

40 Israeli airline 

45 Running pace 

48 Senda package out again 
50 Okay to ingest 

51 Muscletech 

52 City near Phoenix 

53 Ram of the zodiac 

54 Nuisance 

57 Decrease gradually 

58 Give off — 

59 Yale students 

60 Skillets, for example 

61 Notion 

62 Start of a counting rhyme 


Sudoku Selections 


kUBOR Ge 
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te 

CAME Ae Ge 
COC eae 


(c) Daily Sudoku Lid 2008. Alli rights reserved. 
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Vital Signs: 


The Hamilton Round The Bay Race 


DR. TIMOTHY EPP 
PREFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY 


hile the purpose of this 
column is to discuss 
pop culture, one of my 
limitations as columnist is that I tend 
to discuss (i) music; (ii) movies; (iii) 
more music and movies. You'll be hard 
pressed to find any reference to sports 
here. However, yesterday's Around 
the Bay 30K Road Race brought back 
some memories and a resolve to run 
the race again 
My earliest memories of being 
on a sports team are from Rosthern, 
Saskatchewan. As a child, I played on 
the town’s baseball team, which bore 
the name The Crusaders. Our name 
was rather ominous, and I have some 
sort of mental block in terms of how 
we treated our vanquished opponents 
Instead, what I remember is refusing 
to go to the games. It was around the 
same time that my parents decided to 
enroll me in figure skating lessons 
I have somewhat foggy memories 
of skating in a “recital”, dressed up 
as a tennis player (I actually carried 
a badminton racquet) and skating 
around in my leotards. Perhaps these 
early experiences had something to 
do with my general lack of desire to 
pursue a career in sports. It wasn’t 
until high school that I actually found 
a sport that | could do reasonably well 
and that was somewhat enjoyable. 
My Social Studies teacher had 
encouraged me to join the cross- 
country running team. I had a friend 
on the team already, so I agreed to 
try. | remember early races across the 
windswept prairie of the University 
of Saskatchewan campus and _ the 
Punnichy golf course 
When I came to Hamilton in 1986, 
[ met Ed, a middle-aged man who 
encouraged me to continue with my 
running. We would get together three 
times a week, rain or snow or shine, 
and run approximately ten kilometers. 
With Ed as my mentor, I ran in 
approximately half a dozen short races 
(5-10km) and two marathons (40km). 
[The Hamilton marathon was a real 


killer; the race was held on a hot day 
in May, with the end stretch running 
past the factories along Industrial 
Drive. The Detroit Marathon was a 
more enjoyable experience; the cities 
of Detroit and Windsor closed down 
part of the tunnel under the St. Clair 
River for the runners. It was the one 
marathon that I actually managed to 
complete without much walking. 

My favourite race is still the 
Hamilton Round the Bay race. Held at 
the end of March, it’s a rite of spring 
for runners. First run in 1894, this is 
the oldest road race in North America 
(the Boston Marathon was first run 
in 1897). Although the race causes 
some frustration for those going to 
church in Hamilton, it also serves 
as a great community event. Many 
people participate as servers at water 
Stations for the runners, as crowds 
of spectators cry out to the runners 
“You're almost there!” Here's the 
terrain of the race: the first eighteen 
kilometers are relatively flat and may 
deceive first-time runners. The next 
eight kilometers provide the real test: 
a series of short and long hills along 
Northshore Boulevard, leading to 
Valley Inn and the point of the race 
known affectionately as ‘Heartbreak 
Hill’ at kilometer twenty-six. All that’s 
left after this exercise in endurance 
is a downhill slope towards Copps 
Coliseum and the finish line 

I first ran this race with Ed in 1987, 
when I was twenty-one years old, Ed 
and | had trained all winter, and | 
was determined to demonstrate my 
running prowess. However, those hills 
were too much for me. After stopping 
several times, I crested the Valley Inn 
hill and knew that my body had plans 
of its own. Ed still recalls the moment 
that he recognized the running 
shoes on the body lying in the grass 
near the Dundurn cemetery. When | 
regained consciousness | was in the 
hospital with a glucose drip being fed 
intravenously into my arm. 

The next year | tried the race 
again. This time | completed the entire 
race, but | was exhausted at the finish 
line. When someone asked me if | 


was tired, I naturally confirmed their 
suspicions. | was escorted into Sir 
John A. Macdonald School, where | 
laid on a cot to once again be given a 
glucose drip. This time the attendant 
moved my arm around several times 
and then left me to attend to others. 
| tried to ignore the slight discomfort 
in my arm, but it grew more intense 
as time passed. When the attendant 
finally returned to me, she gasped and 
quickly removed the needle, pressing 
an ice pack on the rather large bulge 
under the skin on my arm. In the 
course of shifting my arm around, the 
needle had become dislodged from 
my vein. 

Sixteen years later | decided to 
run the race again. | had lost contact 
with Ed, and the friends that I was 
now training with dropped off one 
by one due to injury. | persisted with 
my training through the winter, 
which consisted of running three 
times per week, including hill and 
distance training, One week before 
the race I actually ran the entire thirty 
kilometers for practice, and could 
hardly walk at the end. Nevertheless, 
the next week I was back with four 
thousand other runners, lining up at 
the start line aeross from Hamilton’s 
city hall. The start gun fired, and the 
crowd of runners gradually began to 
move (it takes a few minutes for four 
thousand people to begin running). | 
realized that the water bottle I had just 
purchased did not fit into my carrier, 
and so | had to earry it as a baton for 
the entire race. In the end I did better 
than I thought [wWould. I didn’t stop at 
all for food or drink as | had planned, 
but ran the entiré¢ourse including the 
deadly hills. I finished in just over two 
and a half hours, and ended number 
889. Not bad for a non-athlete. My 
results can still befound on the Around 
the Bay Road Race web-site. The only 
problem is that they date to 2003. I’m 
growing tired of being rather inactive 
after a long winter. [want to cross that 
finish line, exhausted but with a sense 
of accomplishment. Maybe it’s time to 
lace up again. 


prowling 
Concerts 


Buddy Guy: 
Hamilton Place, 
April 4" 


Lynn Miles: 
Downtown Arts Centre, 


April 5" 


The Proclaimers: 


Hamilton Convention Centre, 


April 19" 


Gordon Lightfoot: 
Hamilton Place, May 2" 


kd Lang: 
Hamilton Place Theatre, 
May 25" 


Leonard Cohen: 
Hamilton Place Theatre, 
June 3" and 4" 


Matthew Good: 


Hamilton Place Theatre, 
June 6" 


Arrogant Worms: 


Burlington, Sound of Music Festival, 


June 15" 


Want to teach overseas? 


Christian Reformed World Missions has 


~Pewe@Gwe as ese ese eee 2a Gaeeqeemeenre @eeewee 2 2 282 8282 2 82 8° 2232 2 2 = 


Honduras, Nicaragua, Japan, and 
other countries around the world. 


'08-'09 opportunities in: 


leadership 
equipment 


Equipping 
Leaders. 


At MacDiv, our goal is to develop effective Evangelical Christian leaders who are 
equipped for ministry in the 21st century. Explore MacDiv at www.macdiv.ca and you'll 
see why graduate students from all academic disciplines, including arts, business, and — 
science choose seminary training... and why MacDiv is their preferred choice. 


VicMaster For more information, contact Jeff at: 
al Mere, tube. alias. 
i> a rae McMaster Divinity College 
Divinity College 1280 Main St. W. Hamilton, ON L88 4K 1 
Phone: 905-525-9140, x24981 
Fax: 905-577-4782 


LEADERSHIP ¢hrough UNDERSTANDING E-mail: jclarke@mcmaster.ca 


Web: www.macdiv.ca 


ne: Ee 
ANDROID VLASBLOM 

FUTURE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
It goes without saying that 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom 
of the Crystal Skull is far and 
away the hottest thing that'll be 
coming your way this summer. 
People of all ages, cultures, and 
varying levels of fandom around 
the world will be lining up on 
May 22 to secure their rear 
end’s destination in a cinema 
seat. But Redeemer students in 
particular will be tantalizingly 
drawn to the screenings, as they 
have an unequivocal reason to 
see film: we’re in it. 


Well, not all of us. In fact, only 
one person from Redeemer is in 
the film who, incidentally, is a 
man. So breathe again, none of 
our sweet Redeemer girls will 
lose their innocence to Harrison 
Ford. Dr. Al Wolters, on the 
other hand, may. 


That’s right. Al Wolters 

has a role in Indy 4. And 

it ain’t gonna be none too 
small, neither. According to 
IndianaJones.com’s cast list, 
Albert Wolters has been cast as 
Indiana’s brother, Alberta Jones. 
Alberta will be representing 
the Jones’ rugged northern 
North American spirit, and we 
can also expect to see some 
globe trotting to our very own 
country in the new adventure. 
We’ve seen Indiana’s Scottish 
father; now it’s time to see his 
Canadian brother. 


Alberta will be Indiana’s 
younger brother, which ties in 
well with reality’s facts given 
that Wolters is a few months 
junior to Harrison Ford. The 
character will be based primarily 
around physical comedy relief, 
as Alberta will play the slapstick 
role of menacing Indy’s tactics, 
while Mutt Williams, played by 


BRENDAN KOOY 
UNIVERSITY ELITIST 


s | prepare to stroll out of the 
Redeemer halls for the final 
time in just a couple of weeks, 


| have recently come to a strikingly 
joyous realization. That is, | will 
never again (knock on wood) work a 
summer job. 

Now those of you that know 
me might ask what in the world | 
have to complain about. Yes, it is 
true that for the past two summers 
| was vocationally financed by a 
rather financially “loose” provincial 
government-owned company. I 
was never one of the brave...err, 
stupid ones to forfeit my place in 
civilization and go treeplanting in the 
forsaken wilderness around Thunder 
Bay. Nor was | stuck in the scalding 
temperatures of a family-owned 
greenhouse, sweating off multiple 
pounds per 16-hour day. Nor was | 
subjected to hauling paving stones, 
answering phones, or—heaven 
forbid — working at Redeemer. 

However, just like any other token 
summer student, | have suffered all 
the indignities that come with the title. 
Far too often I was on the wrong end 
of digging a trench, climbing tetanus- 
laden fences or buying coffee for an 
entire jobsite. I have experienced 
the joy of a garbage truck driving 
past me at 80 km/h while holding a 
stop and slow sign, | have unloaded 
drywall. | have been yelled at, cursed 


Shia LaBeouf, will have to take 
charge and lead the way while 
keeping the two brothers and 
Indy’s bazooka out of Alberta’s 


This news, of course, raises 

a plethora of new questions 
related to Wolters’ future. 

face. Whether he is actually planning 


for the time being this summer, 
it’s safe to say that it will be a 
treat seeing the man with the 
hat unite with the man with the 
pack. 


on retiring or completing his 


What may be most fascinating 


pack has been this past year. 
No word has leaked; although 
Wikipedia was updated with 
some information for a short 
time, it was taken down long 
ago. Rumours about Wolters 
playing a villain circulated, 
coupled with the theory of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls being the 
artifact of the fourth film. No 
word has been confirmed on his 
involvement, however—until 
now. 


Acting the part of Alberta Jones 
has no doubt been a breath of 
fresh air for Wolters, who has 
lived with the facade of an 
academic for decades, When | 
asked him from a short distance 
how liberating the experience 
was, however, he was not 
particularly conversational 
regarding the role, and wouldn’t 
answer questions. In fact, he 
feigned a darned good oblivious 
stance toward the entire subject. 
The actor in Wolters is certainly 
emerging now more than ever 
before. 


Of course, it comes as no 
surprise that Al Wolters has 
been—and still is—tight- 

lipped about the film; everyone 
involved has, cast and crew. The 
plot is still largely unknown, but 
the characters are being revealed 
one by one, and the newest is 
the most intriguing surprise so 
far. Just think: come May 22, 
we’ ll all have the chance to see 
Redeemer’s iconic professor 
acting opposite Harrison Ford, 
with Shia Labeouf to boot. How 
awesome will that be? 


role in the next two films of 
about this role, however, is how _ the new Indiana Jones trilogy 
secretive the man with the fanny remains to be seen. However, 


Uinls ND OL AN 


Saying Goodbye to Summer Slave Labour 


at, and joked about. I have been sent 
to find inanimate objects like a wood- 
stretcher or a wire-splitter (neither of 
which exist). 

For all of you reading this who 
are not yet through this unfortunate 
chapter in your life, I apologize. | 
wish you all the mental fortitude 
and physical endurance possible. 
(Note: for those of you who are 
going treeplanting, | wish you all 
a comprehensive cerebral exam to 
find out what sort of crazed spirit 
possesses you to do so.) 

But for me, my friends, I’m done. 
Finished. Never again will my job 
title be a metaphor for “coffee-getter” 
or “hole-digger.” Never again, or at 
least after the next 1-2 years, will | 
face the reality of every penny | make 
going towards an unavoidable tuition 
cheque handed over—teeth gritted — 
to Zach Pilling. (On a positive note, 
[ might actually be able to see the 
Redeemer financial office as an actual 
group of real people, instead of the 
image of money hungry tax collectors 
which has pervaded my mind for the 
last four years.) 

However, | am coming to realize 
that every chapter of life has its 
responsibilities. And, while the next 
chapter of mine might not include 
digging holes or jumping fences upon 
command, it will bring other duties 
or requirements that | probably won't 
enjoy. Paying taxes, deadlines at 
work, and marriage (oh, wait,,.tough 
crowd), for example. 

With this in mind, | look back on 


the last four years of my life with 
a renewed fondness, And, to all of 
you reading this who are still in these 
years of your life, | say cherish them. 
| believe Tom Petty sums up my 
sentiments best: 


“You have four years to be 
irresponsible here. Relax. Work is 
for people with jobs. You'll never 
remember class time, but you'll 
remember time you wasted hanging 
out with your friends. So, stay out 
late. Go out on a Tuesday with your 
friends when you have a paper due on 
Wednesday. Spend money you don’t 
have. Drink till sunrise. The work 
never ends... ..,, But college does.” 


| have spent the last several months 
applying for jobs, doing interviews 
and writing cover letters—with one 
foot in the college life and one in the 
real world, so to speak. | am ready to 
leave this place, with good memories 
and bad. Itis with happiness that I bid 
farewell to term papers and exams (at 
least for the time being) and summer 
slave labour; but it is with sadness 
that I bid farewell to my college years, 
years Which | know | will never again 
experience in my life, 


Indubitably, this may be the 
most public exposure Redeemer 
will receive onscreen, ever, 


E 


and it’s even the hottest event 
this summer. So go see /ndy 4 
on May 22, and give Alberta 

a warm welcome to the Jones 
family. Also, when you see 
Wolters around, don’t mention 
his acting too prominently—it’s 
a paranormal affair. 


En mmm 


JK. GROWLING 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Ithough many students 
have already finalized 
their class schedules for 


next year, the Office of the Registrar 
has just released descriptions of 
three new course offerings. Many 
students, lost and confused over the 
absence of a senior interdisciplinary 
course option, can take comfort in 
the triumphant return of two new 
senior interdisciplinary courses, 
respectively titled WIK 325: 
Wikepedia — How To and How Not, 
and YTB 361: YouTube — Beyond 
Banana Hands; and one junior 
interdisciplinary, FAC 121: Facebook 


is Your Friend as a replacement for 
the information introduction course 
that is being phased out. 

The first class, WIK 325, is the 
result of mingled acceptance and 
reluctance on the side of professors 
who have admitted defeat in the 
face of the Wiki-world and seek to 
teach students the most effective 
way of Wiki-learning. Interestingly 
enough, Hugh Cook and Al Wolters 
have rallied their support behind 
the introduction of this new course, 
and happen to be the only faculty 


a 1) window Ta 


You (iis 


Broadcast Yourself ™ 


Process 


members with their own Wikipedia 
articles, When asked about this 
interesting coincidence, Wolters 
offered this in reply: “Well! Far be 
it for me to ban my students from 
using a source that so obviously has 
its fingers on the pulse of what's 
important to kids these days.” 

WIK 325 will frame itself around 
the only assigned text for the 
course, entitled “Google No More: 
The Wiki-Way to Impressing All 
Your Friends and Profs”. Some of 
the more fruitful chapters offer 
students much needed advice 
on things like the importance 


of quotations within the search 
engine. But the real gem of the 
text is found in Chapter 25. This 
chapter outlines various techniques 


for withdrawing the scholarly 
acceptable kernels of truth in each 
Wikipedia article. Says Cindy, a 
third year student: “students don’t 
realize that underneath every 
article is a list of citations, with like, 
journal articles and stuff! It’s like all 
the work is already done!” Indeed it 
is Cindy, indeed it is. 

YTB 361 offers a_ different 
structure for class. Rather than 
a scheduled time for a weekly 
lecture, the professor of the class, 
under the user name prof_4life1956, 


My Account v / All 
profdlife_1956 


Videos VYattheu, suz 
Videos Uploaded: 2 
15,260 


Video Views: 
Favorites: 7 


Subscriptions 
Subscriptions 


My Videos 


Uploaded Videos 
Favorites 


inbox 


will upload a weekly video to his 
profile, and will monitor class 
attendance by the number of 
views his videos receives. In turn, 
students will be responsible for 
maintaining their own profiles, and 
recording their successes through 
their own weekly video diaries. 
Students will be judged by their 
ability to sift through YouTube's 
millions of videos and meet their 
weekly assignments of favouriting 
the videos they are assigned to 
find. Some examples include: 
cutest video of an animal, funniest 
video with a baby, best cheesy fan- 
made compilation video, and most 
random humour video (not to be 
confused with a creepy-but-funny- 
after-multiple-watches video). 
The final exam will challenge 
students to create their own 
YouTube sensation in any of the 
aforementioned categories. Points 
will be awarded to students who 
receive multiple comments on their 
videos, and succeed in smuggling 
in copyrighted material into their 
clips. 

The final course to be introduced, 
FAC 121, will be aimed primarily at 
first years. This course will partner 
with Student Life and create a 
new form of student orientation 
week. Students will be required 
to create a Facebook profile and 
RSVP to several events, like FROG 
week. Those who respond with Not 
Attending and Maybe Attending 
will receive an automatic decrease 
in their participation grade. 

After the orientation week ends, 
the majority of the course will 
revolve around proper Facebook 
etiquette. Weekly lecture topics 
include: “To Poke or Not to 
Poke: How Will I Know?” and 
“Monitoring Your Creeper Level: 
[f You Use the Wall-to-Wall You've 
Gone too Far”. In similar courses at 
other Universities, students have 
show particular difficulty with the 
material presented in week five, 
“Applications: You CAN Have Too 
Many”, and week six, “If You Tag 
Your Friends in Ugly Photos They 
Will Get Mad”. But Redeemer is 
confident in its ability to make the 
material easy to digest and even 
easier to apply. 

If these courses are successful, 
Redeemer plans to go ahead with 
two other classes the following 
year: BLG 245: Gossip Blogging 
- It’s So Easy!, and another highly 
anticipated addition, WCF: Warcraft 
— More Fun Than Your Real Life. 
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DATEW ITA 
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Tedious, awkward silence, 
and nervous laughter 
dominate 


a A ae?" 
SCOTT GNARLEY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

*m not the most experienced 

date-goer, but I pride myself 

on my ability to find the 
good in most things. This was 
one of those trying moments. 
It started off well enough. She 
was certainly attractive, and 
absolutely above average in 
intelligence. But is that really 
enough? Well, no. I[t actually 
isn’t, much to my dismay. 

I feel compelled to backtrack. 
This particular woman | have 
known for a few months. We 
met at the local Second Cup and 
ordered the same drink. This is 
known as “meeting cute” among 
Hollywood folk, and it probably 
strikes a handful of you as cute as 
well. And | suppose it is. After 
all, what are the odds of two 
people in a row ordering a large 
coffee? Certainly, this meeting 
was one of divine intervention 
on my behalf. 

But perhaps I was going in 
blind. How well can you really 
know someone after only a few 
weeks of flirtation? There was 
a fatal flaw in my planning. 
Perhaps superficial _ flirtation 
was not enough. My next move 
seemed clear: take it to the next 
level. 

This was, in retrospect, a 
misstep. I’m a fairly egalitarian 
date-planner, so | allowed her 
to choose the venue. Dinner 
and a movie. In that order, Not 
looking good so far. If you 
remember, | once theorized that 
the classic “dinner and a movie” 
date concept is inherently flawed, 
at least in the order presented. 
Nervous energy is on full display 
during dinner, and the movie 


afterwards is spent in fear of 
either saying or doing something 
stupid, or second guessing every 
single move made during dinner. 
This can often be exacerbated by 
a bad movie choice. 

Dinner was, at best, 
perfunctory. No bold choices 
were made, nor were there any 
surprises. I was fairly certain 
she was vegetarian, but she went 
for a hamburger, so either she’s 
very lax, or | was wrong. But 
that’s neither here nor there. 

I was able to prove my 
theory right, however. Dinner, 
as it was before the movie, was 
largely an exercise in awkward 
silence. Too busy thinking of 
what not to say, very little of 
substance was actually said. At 
this point, disaster had already 
struck. Moments of redemption 
were few and far between; an 
unexpected reference to one of 
my favourite authors, Douglas 
Coupland, was made in passing. 
And a surprisingly intellectual 
comment on the looney tunes. 

The movie in question 
seemed kind of inconsequential. 
Because, since the theory is 
now proven, | was too busy 
concentrating on not saying or 
doing something stupid later 
on. Perhaps this young woman 
has potential, but poorly chosen 
date plans and only occasional 
glimpses beyond the usual first 
date wall of confidence and self- 
described ‘‘a-material”. Time 
will tell if a second date is worth 
the effort. 

Grade: C- 


Scott William Fairley is a writer, 
director, and dating theorist. His 
blog can be found at http://thinki 
ngcircles. blogspot.com 
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Four Years: No Parking Pass 


MR. X 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 

t was almost four years 

ago that I strolled into my 

registration session as a 
first year student in September 
2004. As part of that registration 
session, I was asked if | would 
need an on-campus parking pass 
for my vehicle. After a moment 
of contemplation, I responded 
no. It was then that my illustrious 
career in illegal parking began. 

The other day, | paused to 
reflect for a moment on whether 
I should feel guilty or not for four 
years of beating the system. On 
one hand, I have received a fine 
education from this institution, 
based on the 
Christian life and responsibility. 
On the other hand, though, | 
have paid over $40,000 to this 
same institution. This $40K 
has bought me sub par living 
arrangements for two years, 
wonderful mandatory courses 
like INT and PED 100, the joy 
of having to deal with a certain 
assistant dean of students a few 
times, and a bus pass which | 
have not used. Now, surely I can 


J,KON 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


‘Bh of Redeemer’s greatest 
accomplishments this 
year has been the introduction 
of a cohesive signage system 
throughout the Campus. The 
signs are uniform, and all pertain 
to the industrial 80’s chic style. 
However, The Clown has just 
received word that the new 
signage was introduced because 
of the results of a poll conducted 
among students who received 
admission to the university, but 
declined to enroll. The numbers 
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teachings of 


rationalize adding four parking 
passes to that amount...no? 

By my calculations, Redeemer 
has lost out on at least $200 
from me (four years x $50 
parking pass). However, this 
is most likely far too modest 
of an estimate. Assuming that 
Redeemer security would amble 
out of their little booth once in a 
while and issue a parking ticket 
or two, the amount of money 
lost on me might tally in the 
thousands (10 tickets per year 
x $25 x four years = $1000!). 
| can think of countless ways 
this money—1000 
coffees for Justin 


to use 

Williams’ 
Cooper, paying for new choir 
robes (yes...this actually was 
one of the options for a grad 
gift this year), purchasing one 
decent communal meal for all, 
or the creation of a bronze statue 
of departed Mike 
Goheen (still near and dear to 
all of us). 

Oh, what a rush it has truly 
been. Every time | have pulled 
into campus for the last four years 
I have stealthily looked over my 
shoulder, parking behind trees, 
bushes, and rocks. Don’t get me 


professor 


wrong, though—there have been 
close calls Over the years. Two 
years ago I had to purposefully 
start a fire in Calvin Court to 
distract one security officer from 
writing me a parking ticket. Last 
year, the measures became even 
more desperate when | had to 
shoot Officer Joe Hamilton in the 
neck with a blow dart and rip up 
the ticket that he had just slipped 
under my windshield wiper—but 
I’m not proud of that one. 

In my contemplation of the 
morality of my actions and in 


light of the exciting events of my 
streak, I have decided to spice 
up my last few weeks here at 
Redeemer and issue a challenge 
to Redeemer security. This is a 
chance to break my hallowed run, 
liberate yourselves from your 
pillbox of an office, and write 
me a parking ticket. After this 
final newspaper issue is printed, 
you will have approximately two 
weeks to locate my vehicle in the 
parking lot. To aid you in your 
quest, I will provide you with 
a few details about me and my 


schedule: I like to spend a lot of 
time in the library so I will most 
likely be at the school a lot and | 
like to park on the paved half of 
the parking lot. 

[ must state before I end this 
piece that I do not think you 
Frankly, | think 
But 
please, prove me wrong. Write 
me a ticket. Earn your $8.00/ 
hour. Catch me in the act. Catch 
me if you can. 


will catch me. 
I’m just too good for you. 


THEW GIABUSH 


So Ugly, So Lovable 


suggest that students who were 
otherwise excited about fulfilling 
their undergraduate requirements 
chose to pursue academic studies 
at other locations for one specific 
reason; or rather, one particular 


University Colleg 


MRS. DESREE 


shrub, 

79% of students polled 
claimed that they were wooed 
by Redeemer’s facilities, but 
turned off by What has 
been deemed “the ugly bush”, 


now 


Says one student: “My eyes 
were drawn to the events being 
publicized by Redeemer’s sign, 
but then I noticed the ugly bush 
to the right of the sign, and | 


just couldn’t bear driving past 


it everyday. It’s just so...so... 
so ugly!” Students admitted 
they were otherwise fond of 
Redeemer’s landscape the 
courtyard of trees, the Whaley 
teaching Garden, and the well- 
maintained apple orchard — but 
just couldn’t face that straggly, 
gaggly piece of green on a daily 
basis. 

However, with the introduction 
of the bold, monstrously tall sign 
on the lawn across the lane, an 
unexpected reaction from the 
student body is being observed. 
Students, under the impression 
that the big gray square sign is 
meant to replace the ugly bush 
sign, seem to be showing bizarre 
signs of affection for the little 
plant. Says one student: “Well, 
the bush is ugly, that’s for sure. 
But it’s sort of like that ugly 
dog at your family reunion, 
with six toes and an overbite. 
It’s awkward, but isn’t it kind of 


sweet?” 
The “Save the Ugly Bush” 


group on Facebook is growing 


at an alarming rate, and 
includes several suggestions 
for memorializing the ugly 
bush. One student suggested 


a statue in place of the ugly 
bush, while another suggested 
simply moving the bush from 
one side of the drive way to the 
other, perhaps giving a little “old 
school flavour” to the new sign. 

The administration has noted 
the debate, and has promised 
to bring. the subject up at the 


next President’s Council. Do 
the fervent sUpporters of the 
bush make the results of the 


poll irrelevant? Only time will 
tell. Perhaps in the meantime, 
students should take the time 
to reach their own conclusions 
about the ugly bush, Take a 
picture of it, give it a good 
long look, or better yet, plan a 
picnic and study for your exams 
around it. However, you might 
want to bring some sunscreen, 
because let’s be honest, its shade 


coverage is minimal. 


